	[image: ]2027 Early Career Research Grants
Expression of Interest (Stage 1)
Priority areas: Paediatric and Adolescent Cancers and Cancer Immunotherapy
	




	Notice to Applicants

Thank you for your interest in applying for a Cure Cancer Research Grant.

· EOIs will be assessed by Cure Cancer's Research Committee, which will determine which applicants are invited to proceed to Stage 2: Full Application.
· Stage 1 assessments are conducted on a pass/fail basis, at the discretion of the assessors. Individual feedback will not be provided. 
· Assessors will first confirm eligibility and alignment with Cure Cancer's 2027 research priorities. Eligible proposals will then be considered for scientific quality, feasibility, applicant potential and appropriate consumer involvement to determine which applicants will be invited to submit a Full Application.
· You may attach no more than one additional A4 page of figures and concise legends. Refer to figures in the relevant EOI responses. Figures are optional; no other appendices are permitted.

Ensure you read and adhere to the Grant Round Guidelines prior to completion and submission of this form. 



A. Applicant Information
	Chief Investigator
	[Full name]

	Current institution
	[Institution]

	Email
	[Email]

	ORCID (optional)
	[ORCID]

	Date PhD requirements completed*
	[DD/MM/YYYY]

	Date clinical degree awarded (if applicable)
	[DD/MM/YYYY]

	Chief Investigator effort
	[Proposed FTE commitment. Minimum 0.5 FTE]

	Cumulative CIA/PI-led funding**
	[Total AUD $ for all prior CIA/PI-led peer-reviewed research awards, incl. research components of fellowships; exclude salary-only awards]

	Other investigator awards (disclose; excluded from threshold)
	[Funder / award, amount and your role; include co-investigator grants and salary-only fellowships] 


*Eligibility is assessed at 1 July 2027. The earlier of the date PhD requirements were completed or the date a relevant clinical degree was awarded must be on or after 1 July 2020, subject to approved career disruption adjustments.
**Applicants must have received less than AUD $300,000 cumulatively in competitive peer-reviewed research awards as Chief Investigator A (CIA) or Principal Investigator (PI), including research components of fellowships. 

B. Project snapshot
	Scientific project title
	[Maximum 25 words]

	Cancer type(s) / population
	[Maximum 50 words]

	Amount requested
	[Up to AUD $100,000]

	Proposed duration
	[Up to 12 months]

	Priority area
	[ ] 
Paediatric and adolescent cancer research
	[ ] 
Cancer immunotherapy research
	[ ] 
Both priority areas




Research stage (select all that apply)
[ ] Discovery / basic science
[ ] Preclinical
[ ] Translational
[ ] Clinical
[ ] Implementation / health services
[ ] Other

Priority alignment Maximum 200 words.
Explain how the project directly addresses paediatric and adolescent cancer research (people aged 0–17 years at diagnosis), cancer immunotherapy research, or both. For immunotherapy, specify a genuine immune-based therapeutic question or approach; a general cancer immunology topic without a substantive immunotherapy focus is not sufficient.
	[Enter response here]
 



Project summary Maximum 500 words.
In one integrated summary, set out the problem or evidence gap, the central research question or hypothesis, the key aims, the broad approach and the result you expect the project to deliver.
	[Enter response here]
 
 
 



Significance and innovation Maximum 250 words.
Why does this question matter, what is new about the proposed work, and how could it advance cancer research or improve outcomes for people affected by cancer?
	[Enter response here]
 
 



Feasibility Maximum 250 words.
Why is this project realistically achievable within the requested timeframe and funding? Briefly note access to essential expertise, models, samples, data, facilities or preliminary work.
	[Enter response here]
 



C. Applicant potential and career development
Why you, why now Maximum 150 words.
Briefly explain why you are well placed to lead this project and how the grant would contribute to your development as an independent cancer researcher.
	[Enter response here]
 
 



Up to three key research outputs or achievements
Select the outputs or achievements that best demonstrate readiness, for example papers, datasets, methods, awards, patents, trials or research leadership. For publications, state author position and contribution; for grants, state whether CIA/PI or another role. Do not imply sole credit for collaborative work.
	Output / achievement
	Why it matters and your contribution

	[1]
	[Maximum 50 words]

	[2]
	[Maximum 50 words]

	[3]
	[Maximum 50 words]



Relative to opportunity (optional) Maximum 100 words.
If career circumstances have materially affected your research opportunities or productivity, provide only the context needed for the Committee to assess your track record fairly. If a career disruption changes your eligibility window, identify it here.
	[Enter response here]
 


D. Consumer involvement
Consumer involvement to date and planned Maximum 100 words.
Briefly describe how people affected by cancer have informed the project so far, or how they will be involved if the proposal progresses. The level and type of involvement should be appropriate to the research. For paediatric cancer research this may include parents, carers, young people or relevant advocacy groups, where appropriate.
	[Enter response here]
 



E. Declaration
By submitting this EOI, the applicant confirms that:
· The information contained in this submission is true and correct. 
· I have a legal right to work in Australia and the proposed research will be undertaken in Australia.
· I meet the seven-year career eligibility requirement, including any approved career disruption adjustment.
· My cumulative prior-funding is within the threshold (less than AUD $300,000 in CIA/PI-led competitive peer-reviewed research awards, excluding salary-only fellowships)
· The proposed project has a clear and substantive focus within at least one of the 2027 priority areas.
· I will personally lead the proposed work and commit at least 0.5 FTE to the project.
· Cure Cancer may share the EOI with those involved in assessment and grant administration.
· Assessors’ decisions are final and feedback will not be provided to applicants. 
· I acknowledge that Cure Cancer’s standard funding position is joint ownership with the Administering Institution of new intellectual property arising from the funded project. Detailed terms, and any proposed variation, will be negotiated with the institution and recorded in a funding agreement.
· If successful, the grant will be administered by an NHMRC-approved Administering Institution. 
· This project is not already funded, and I will promptly disclose any overlapping or newly awarded funding. 
· This is my only EOI in the 2027 Cure Cancer grant round.

	Chief Investigator name
	[Type full name]

	Date
	[DD/MM/YYYY]



EOI submissions open Monday 26 October 2026 and close Wednesday 2 December 2026 at 5pm. 

Please submit both a Word version and PDF version of your EOI via email to Cure Cancer.

Submission and Enquiries to: research@curecancer.com.au
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